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Jesus said,

“l am the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in me, even if they die,
will live, and everyone who lives ’
and believes in me will never die.”

p Jonn Bk2s5-28
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Monday, March 30

9:00am Pol
10:00am Eng

Tuesday, March 31

9:00am Pol
10:00am Eng

Wednesday, April 1

9:00am Pol

10:00am Eng

Thursday, April 2
9:00am Pol
10:00am Eng

Friday, April 3
9:00am Pol
10:00am Eng

6:00pm Eng

7:00pm Pol

Saturday, April 4

9:00am Pol
10:00am Eng

Sunday, April 5
10:00am Eng

11:00am Pol

+
+
+

+

+ +

+

+ +

+ + + + + + + + o+ 4+

Maria, Stanistaw, Jerzy Blicharz
Josephine & Joseph Antonik
Irene & Leonard Duszynski

Intencje Specjalne
Jeane, Les & Alan Bednarski
Leonard Fricano

Piotr i Karol Chmielewski o dary Ducha
Swietego

Ted & Irene Wolski

For sick and homless around the world

Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit
Agnieszka Andrzejuk

Peter & Johnny Livorski

Nora Tagamolila Birthday blessings

Jerome Juszczak

Elda Pascazio

In reparation for the offenses against the
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Stations of the Cross

Droga Krzyzowa

Saint Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

Eugenia Skotnicka

Dolores Bartyzel

In thanksgiving to St. Anthony

In reparation for the offenses against the
Immaculate Heart of Mary

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Volunteers helping in our parish
Alvin Leroy

Eryk Bilski

Stawomir Krengiel

Janina Krengiel

Andrzej Krengiel

Bogdan Siwiec o rados¢ wieczng
Teresa Zajac

Halina Bieszczad

Wactawa Milewski-Cichon
Krystyna i Jozef Ochat

6:15pm Pol

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Zofia i Augustyn Czarny

Genowefa, Stanistaw Kobus

Jézef Kaczmarczyk

Jan i Amelia Niewiarowski

Alojzy Smota

Lucyna Kolman

Zofia Bryta

Marek Werner

Zmarli z Rodzin Werner i Koniecko
Maria Trojniak

Roman Podgorski

Wactaw, Stanistawa, Leszek i Jacek Kruzel
Stanistaw i Zofia Gwézdz

Stanistaw i Julia Golba

Henryk Golba

Janina Masnica

Teresa Masnica

Michat Masnica

Cecylia Rajca

Ludwika Moskal

Helena tukasik

O Boze btogostawieristwo dla Marka Orla
i catej Rodziny

Elizabeth & Walter Iwan

O opieke i btogostawieristwo Boze dla
Rodziny

Za papieza, biskupow i kaptanéw o
$wiatto Ducha Swietego w walce

z pandemig

O nawrdcenie zatwardziatych
grzesznikow

Parafianie i Dobrodzieje
Wolontariusze pomagajgcy w naszej
parafii

Gorzkie Zale

Our Sympathy and Prayers
Marianna Nowak
Anna Adamowicz

Fred Cichon
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PRAY FOR OUR SICK

Julie Bagaan
Kimberly Balicki
Eugeniusz Barabasz
Richard Baranski Jr.
Elaine Beatovic
Anna Biolik

Henry Bira
Rosemary Bux
Josephine Garoda
Janina Gawel
Constance Grodecki
Michael James
Wladyslawa Kozak
Jerzy Kedzierski
Zofia Krasowska
Barbara Lacz

Haley Link

Danuta Lusinski
Joseph LoCascio
Krystyna Majka
Cindy Michelini

Helen Mittelbrun
Lawrence Mulsoff
Amie Parisi

Dennis Pieniazek
Adam Pitat
Anthony (Tony) Pirrello
Franciszka Purchla
Arlene Raszka
Sandra Sanoski
Margaret Schaefer
Helen Siekierska
Bogdan Tokarski
Helen Tokarski
Karen Trentadue
Zdzislaw Wasilewski
Kelsey Weeden
Phyllis Weinman
William Weinman
Ola Wiesyks
Cynthia Wurtz
J6zef Zegar

... and all those in our Book of Intentions

Attention !!! An parish groups meetings,
religion classes, St. Constance School, Polish
School, as well as children, youth and young
adults meetings are canceled, in accordance with
the guidelines of the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Students are e-learning from home.

Uwaga " Wszystkie spotkania grup parafial-

nych, lekcje religii 1 lekcje polskiej szkoty, a takze
spotkania dzieci, mlodziezy i dorostych studentéw
sa odwotane zgodnie z wytycznymi Archidiecezji
Chicago. Studenci naszej szkoty ucza si¢ przez
Internet.

KOLKA KORONKOWE, KOLKA
ROZANCOWE ORAZ WICHERKI

Bardzo prosimy, aby rodzice dzieci, ktére naleza
do Kotek Rozancowych, Koronkowych oraz do
Wicherki sprawdzali biezace wiadomosci
dotyczace tych grup na stronie internetowej parafii
ST.CONSTANCE.ORG
w zakladce: POLSKI PROGRAM RELIGIINY
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Parish Directory:

RECTORY OFFICE:

Address: 5843 W Strong St.
Phone: (773) 545-8581

Fax: (773) 545-0227

E-mail : stcrectory@gmail.com

Parish website:  www.stconstance.org
PRISTS:

Rev. Pawet Barwikowski
Fr. Franciszek Florczyk
Rev. James Heyd

Rev. Andrew lzyk

Administrator - Ext. 36
Associate Pastor - Ext. 28
Resident - Ext. 31
Resident - Ext. 33

ST. CONSTANCE SCHOOL:

Address: 5841 W Strong St

Phone: (773) 283-2311

Fax : (773) 283-3515

E-mail : stconstance@hotmail.com

School website:  www.stconstanceschool.org
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM

PROGRAM RELIGINY

Address: 5841 W Strong St.

Phone: (773) 545-8581- Ext 40

POLSKA SZKOtA SW. MAKSYMILIANA M. KOLBE:
Address: 5841 W Strong St.

Phone: (773) 283-3618

Kolbe website: www.kolbeschool.org

MISSIONARY SISTERS OF CHRIST THE KING:

Address: 4910 N Menard St.
Phone: (773) 481-1831
BULLETIN SUBMISSION:

bulletin.stconstance@yahoo.com
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HOLY WEEK AND
EASTER SUNDAY
CELEBRATION

o]
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO l‘rgﬂ

THE MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
(WITHOUT WASHING OF THE FEET),
THE LITURGY OF THE LORD’S PAS-
SION, AND THE EASTER VIGIL WILL
BE CELEBRATED BY CARDINAL
CUPICH AND THE AUXILIARY BISH-
OPS IN HOLY NAME CATHEDRAL
WITHOUT A CONGREGATION

AND WILL BE LIVESTREAMED:

WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG
EASTER SACRAMENTS FOR RCIA

CANDIDATES AND CATECHUMENS
ARE TO BE POSTPONED

THE LITURGY OF HOLY WEEK AND
EASTER SUNDAY WILL ALSO BE

LIVESTREAMED FROM OUR PARISH:

WW.STCONSTANCE.ORG

4 March 29, 2020 / 29 marca 2020

[ an a priost,

4'[ in this tine af Lroublle -

you need counseling or,
need to ask a question,
or just vent,

Please call or text!

773 545 8581 x36 9’7/}/} hei/'e /[01/' yOM./

NO MASSES UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

GOV. J.B. PRITZKER HAS ISSUED A “STAY-AT-
HOME”ORDER FOR THE ENTIRE STATE OF
ILLINOIS THEREFORE ALL THE CHURCHES

AND CHAPELS ARE TEMPORARILY
UNAVAILABLE TO FAITHFUL

PLEASE EXPERIENCE THE

EUCHARIST ONLINE:
WWW.STCONSTANCE.ORG
WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG

PRIESTS WILL CELEBRATE
MASSES PRIVATELY FOR
ALL THE INTENTIONS

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ORDER
MASS INTENTION PLEASE CALL:
(773) 545-8581 EXT.10

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR
NEED ASSISTANCE PLEASE CALL:
(773) 545-8581



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fradiotv.archchicago.org%2Ftelevision%2Fbroadcast-masses&data=02%7C01%7Cacolasanto%40archchicago.org%7Ca1b73e4b11c94b7292cf08d7cc2cc940%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C6372023650331
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ARCHIDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

BELOW ARE THE PRAYERS AND IN-
TENTIONS FOR THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF CHICAGO’S

“BELLS CALL “

9:00am - PRAYER FOR THOSE INFECTED
WITH THE VIRUS AND ALL

WHO ARE ILL

Lord, place your healing hand on those who
suffer illness. Bring them to full health and
ease their anxious hearts. May our prayer and
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary
encourage them that they are not alone.

We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

12:00pm - PRAYER FOR HEALTH CARE
WORKERS AND THOSE ATTENDING

TO THE SICK

Lord, we are ennobled by those who put their
lives at risk in caring for the sick. Keep them
safe and embolden them when they are weary.
We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

3:00pm - PRAYER FOR FIRST RESPOND-
ERS AND ESSENTIAL WORKERS

Lord, we pray for those who run to danger to
keep us safe and those who serve the common
good. Embrace them with your mantle

of protection and comfort the fears of their

families.
We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

6:00pm - PRAYER FOR PEOPLE OF
EVERY NATION AND THEIR LEADERS
Lord, the pandemic opens our eyes to see each
other as brothers and sisters in one human
family. We pray for people of every nation
and their leaders, asking that they be inspired
to seek the good of all and quell the voices

of division.

We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

9:00pm - PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO
HAVE DIED TODAY

Lord, we grieve the passing of our sisters and
brothers who have died this day.

We commend them to your tender mercy,
confident that nothing, not even death,

will separate us from your love.

We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

INTENCJE I MODLITWY AKCIJI

“DZWONY WZYWAIJA
NA MODLITWE “

9:00am - W INTENCJI OSOB ZARAZONYCH
WIRUSEM I WSZYSTKICH CHORYCH
Panie, pol6z swoja uzdrawiajaca dion na tych,
ktorzy cierpiq z powodu choroby. Daj im
uzdrowienie i wlej pokoj w ich petne Igku serca.
Niech nasza modlitwa i wstawiennictwo
Najswietszej Maryi Panny da im pewnos¢,

Ze nie sg sami. Prosimy o to przez Jezusa
Chrystusa Pana naszego. AMEN.

12:00pm - W INTENCJI PRACOWNIKOW
SEUZBY ZDROWIA ITYCH, KTORZY
OPIEKUIJA SIE CHORYMI

Panie, jesteémy umocnieni postawa tych, ktorzy
ryzykuja zycie opieka nad chorymi. Chron ich

i dodawaj im sit, gdy sa zmgczeni. Prosimy o to
przez Jezusa Chrystusa Pana naszego. AMEN.

3:00pm - W INTENCJI PRACOWNIKOW
PIERWSZEGO KONTAKTU I TYCH,
KTORYCH PRACA JEST KONIECZNA
Panie, prosimy za tych, ktorzy wychodza
naprzeciw zagrozeniu, aby zapewni¢ nam
bezpieczenstwo, i za tych, ktorzy stuza
wspolnemu dobru. Otul ich ptaszczem swej
opieki 1 otrzyj tzy lgku z oczu ich rodzin.
Prosimy o to przez Jezusa Chrystusa Pana
naszego. AMEN.

6:00pm - W INTENCJI WSZYSTKICH
NARODOW I ICH PRZYWODCOW

Panie, pandemia otwiera nam oczy, aby spojrze¢
na siebie nawzajem jako na braci i siostry w
jednej ludzkiej rodzinie. Modlimy si¢ za ludzi z
wszystkich narodow i ich przywodcow, proszac,
aby szukali dobra dla wszystkich i thumili glosy
podziatu. Prosimy o to przez Jezusa Chrystusa
Pana naszego. AMEN.

9:00pm - MODLITWA ZA TYCH,

KTORZY DZIS UMARLI

Panie, oplakujemy $mier¢ naszych siostr 1 braci,
ktorzy zmarli tego dnia. Polecamy ich Twojemu
litosciwemu mitosierdziu, majac pewnos¢, ze
nic, nawet $mier¢, nie oddzieli nas od Twojej
mitosci. Prosimy o to przez Jezusa Chrystusa
Pana naszego. AMEN
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0 godz. 7: 30pm

KORONKA DO BOZEGO MILOSIERDZIA
Wtorek o godz. 3:00pm

LITURGIA WIELKIEGO
TYGODNIA | NIEDZIELI
WIELKANOCNEJ

4b
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ﬁgﬂ

MSZA WIECZERZY PANSKIEJ (BEZ
OBMYCIA STOP), LITURGIA MEKI
PANSKIEJ I WIGILIA PASCHALNA
BEDZIE SPRAWOWANA PRZEZ
KARDYNALA CUPICHA I BISKUPOW
POMOCNICZYCH W KATEDRZE
SWIETEGO IMIENIA BEZ WIERNYCH
Z TRANSMISJA NA ZYWO:

WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG

PRZYJECIE SAKRAMENTOW PODCZAS
WIELKANOCY PRZEZ KATECHUME-
NOW NALEZY ODLOZYC NA POZNIEJ.

LITURGIA WIELKIEGO TYGODNIA I
NIEDZIELI WIELKANOCNEJ BEDZIE
TRANSMITOWANA NA ZYWO
ROWNIEZ Z NASZEJ PARAFII:

WW.STCONSTANCE.ORG
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Potrzebujesz
rozmowy

Wygadac sie

Zapytaé Napisz lub
zadzwon!

Caekam na Ciebie!

773 545 8581 x 36

KOSCIOLY TYMCZASOWO
ZAMKNIETE

W ZWIAZKU Z WPROWADZONYM W STANIE
ILLINOIS ZARZADZENIEM “STAY-AT-HOME”
WSZYSTKIE KOSCIOLY I KAPLICE SA
TYMCZASOWO NIEDOSTEPNE DLA
WIERNYCH

PROSIMY UCZESTNICZCIE W TYM
CZASIE W MSZACH SWIETYCH
TRANSMITOWANYCH NA STRONACH
INTERNETOWYCH:
WWW.STCONSTANCE.ORG
WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG

KSIEZA ODPRAWIAJA MSZE SWIETE
PRYWATNIE W ZAMOWIONYCH
INTENCJACH

INTENCJE MOZNA Z£.0ZYC
DZWONIAC POD NUMER:
(773) 545-8581 WEW. 10

JEZELI POTRZEBUJECIE
JAKIEJKOLWIEK POMOCY
PROSZE DZWONCIE:
(773) 545-8581
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WZAJEMNIE SOBIE POMAGAJMY

Drodzy Bracia i Siostry

Czasowe zawieszenie Mszy Sw. prowadzi do
znacznych strat w dochodzie ze sktadki niedzielnej,
co powoduje, ze nasze dzialania duszpasterskie 1
funkcjonowanie parafii jest narazone na znaczne
ryzyko.

Wiele 0s6b w parafii polega na naszych
cotygodniowych ofiarach, a podczas tego
trudnego czasu wzrasta liczba os6b potrzebujacych.

Jezeli czujesz taka potrzebg i pomimo tej trudnej
sytuacji mozesz wesprze¢ nasza parafig, bedziemy
bardzo wdzieczni.

Ofiary mozna skladac:

e na naszej stronie internetowe;j:
WWW.ST.CONSTANCE.ORG

e bezposrednio na stronie archidiecezji:
WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG/OFFERATORY
Proszg upewnij sig, ze wybierzesz w pierwszym
okienku St. Constance Parish

e wysylajac datek listownie na adres nasze]
Parafii: 5843 W. Strong St. Chicago, IL 60630

Dzigkujemy za wsparcie modlitewne oraz finanso-
we, jakiego zawsze udzielacie Parafii Sw. Konstan-
cji. Niech Bog obdarzy Was pokojem 1 niech okaze
Wam obficie swoja mitos¢ 1 pozwoli odczu¢ swa
obecnosc.

W razie jakichkolwiek watpliwos$ci prosimy
o kontakt z biurem parafialnym pod numerem
(773) 545-8581

Z powazaniem w Chrystusie,
Ks. Pawel Barwikowski

LET'S SUPPORT EACH OTHER

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Cancellation of Mass is leading to significant
losses in our offertory income, which is placing
all our ministries and operations at significant risk.

Many people in our parish and community
depend upon your weekly offertory contributions
and, during this current challenge, they are needed
more than ever.

If you think, despite this difficult situation, you
can still support our Parish, we will be very grateful.

You can make an offertory donation:

e on our parish’s website:
WWW.ST.CONSTANCE.ORG

e on archdiocese’s website:
WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG/OFFERATORY

Please make sure to select St. Constance Parish
from the drop-down menu on the form

¢ mail your donation to our Parish:
5843 W. Strong St. Chicago, IL 60630

Thank you for the financial and prayer support you
always give to St. Constance Parish. May God grant
you peace during this difficult time and may He
manifest His love and presence to you in abundant
ways.

If you have any concerns, please contact
the Parish Office at (773) 545-8581

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr. Paul Barwikowski

POLSKI PROGRAM RELIGIINY

Sr. Anna Strycharz wraz z katechetami
Programu Religijnego pozdrawiaja )
wszystkich uczniow. Z powodu zaistniatej \__/
sytuacji bardzo prosimy, aby nasi
uczniowie regularnie sprawdzali wiadomosci
na stronie internetowej parafii
WWW.ST.CONSTANCE.ORG
w zakladce:
POLSKI PROGRAM RELIGIJINY.
Beda tam dostepne Zadania
Domowe, ktore nalezy wykonac.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
Sr. Anna Strycharz along with

Catechists of the Religious Program greet = o ¢
all students. Due to this situation, we ask

that our students regularly check the news

on the parish’s website

: WWW.ST.CONSTANCE.ORG
O under the tab:

\ RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM.
There will be Homework tasks to be done.
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ZADANIE MISYJNE PARAFII SW. KONSTANCJI
Parafia Sw. Konstancji jest modlitewnq, opiekuriczq i otwartg na
wszystkich wspdlnotq Kosciota Rzymsko-Katolickiego. Parafia, ktéra
zostata zatozona w 1916 r., przez polskich emigrantéw, obecnie jest
zroznicowana kulturowo. Jako wspdlnota parafialna tak podejmuje-
my nasze zadania, aby jeszcze lepiej dzieli¢ sie naszymi talentami,
czasem i dobrami. Poprzez liturgie, sakramenty i nasze postugiwa-
nie niesiemy mitos¢ Boga Ojca, pokdj Chrystusa i inspiracje Ducha
Swietego do innych. Naszq troske o przysztosé tgczymy z tradycjq, ze
zdolnosciq przewidywania i odczytywania znakéw czasu. Poprzez
troske o Dobrqg Nowine i naszq katolickg tozsamos¢, na naszej dro-
dze do swietosci staramy sie byc¢ dla swiata znakiem tego wszystkie-
go w co wierzymy.

INFORMACIJE O SAKRAMENTACH §WIETYCH
Chrzty... Sakrament Chrztu Swietego jest udzielany w jezyku angiel-
skim i polskim. Chrzty w jezyku angielskim sq w pierwszq i trzeciq
niedziele, a w jezyku polskim w drugq i czwartq niedziele kazdego
miesigca. Rodzice sq zobowigzani do wziecia udziatu w spotkaniu
przygotowujgcym do tego sakramentu przed planowang datq
chrztu dziecka. Prosimy o skontaktowanie sie z biurem parafialnym,
aby zgtosic dziecko do chrztu.
Sakrament Matzenstwa... Archidiecezja Chicago zaleca, aby osoby,
ktore planujq zawarcie sakramentu matzenstwa zgfosity sie
do biura parafialnego co najmniej cztery miesigce przed datq slubu.
Chcielibysmy i usilnie zalecamy, aby w naszej parafii okres przygoto-
wania trwac szes¢ miesiecy. Prosimy, abyscie najpierw ustalili ter-
min w kosciele, a nastepnie w innych miejscach. Zapraszamy wiec
do naszego biura parafialnego najwczesniej jak tylko jest to mozli-
we .
Sakrament Namaszczenia Chorych... Prosimy o kontakt z ksiedzem
w celu ustalenia terminu przyjecia tego sakramentu. Przypomina-
my, ze nie wolno zwleka¢ z udzieleniem sakramentu chorych do
momentu kiedy osoba bedzie nieprzytomna lub bliska smierci.

ST. CONSTANCE MISSION STATEMENT
St. Constance Parish is a prayerful, caring, and welcoming Ro-
man Catholic community. Originally founded in 1916 as an
outreach church for Polish immigrants, it is now culturally di-
verse. We share a commitment to the stewardship of our tal-
ents, time and resources. Through the celebration of the litur-
gy, sacraments, and our ministries, we bring the Father’s love,
Christ’s peace, and the Holy Spirit’s inspiration to one another.
Our future lies with tradition, vision and change. By embracing
the Good News and our Catholic identity on our journey to-
ward holiness, we seek to be a sign to the world of all that we
believe.

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Baptisms... We celebrate Baptisms in the English language on
the first and third Sundays and in the Polish language on the
second and fourth Sundays of each month. Parents must par-
ticipate in a Baptismal preparation meeting before a date can
be scheduled. To register for a meeting call the rectory secre-
tary.
Weddings... The Archdiocese of Chicago requires arrange-
ments for weddings be made four months in advance. We at
St. Constance strongly recommend at least six months be-
fore the date of marriage. You will need to meet with our
deacon / priest before any other arrangements are made.
Call the rectory for an appointment.
Sacrament of the Sick... Call the Rectory to make arrange-
ments for a priest. Please do not wait until the person is un-
conscious or near death.
Communion Calls... If you or someone you love are ill or home
bound and would like to receive Communion, call the rectory
to make arrangements for regular visits.
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ON GETTING RID OF SOMETHING, AND

GETTING SOMETHING BACK
Copyright 2020 by John B. Reynolds
(jrwrites9@gmail.com)

This column is meant in no way to be an en-
dorsement, particularly because | have never
used the services offered by either of the two
companies I’'m about to mention. That said,
there’s a commercial running often on the radio these days for
1-800-GOT-JUNK? Similarly, there are a lot of billboards
throughout Chicagoland for Restore Hair. | had occasion to
drive to Elk Grove Village the other day. Enroute, | heard one
of the 1-800-GOT-JUNK? spots, and that’s when it hit me that
their radio promos are as ubiquitous as the RestoreHair.com
billboards of Brian Urlacher on the outbound Jane Addams.
You can’t miss them even if you want to. Still, | give both ad
agencies props for their advertisement content. The radio
spots about the junk removal company are inviting (perhaps
they really do bring the springtime), and HairLacher? Breaking
Bald? O’Hair Hairport? Pretty clever...

The dichotomy of the messages coming at us from the two
companies is interesting. The junk removal company makes it
sound easy and enticing to get rid of something. Their ads say
they show up in like ninety minutes, and that they work until
midnight. And the clincher for me is the pointing business.
Their ads say that all the client has to do is point at the trash
they want removed, and it’s gone. This is on the company’s
website as well: “Just point and junk disappears!” | mean, how
easy and enticing is that? And per some of the customer re-
views published on the company’s website, “Awesome ser-
vice” and “Will definitely use again” and “Quick, clean, as ad-
vertised.” Nice. But in obvious contrast to the junk removal
company’s promise, the hair restoration company makes it
sound easy and enticing to...well...to get something that’s been
lost, back.

All of which makes me think about the sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. | can’t speak for anyone but me, of course, but I've
got some junk I'd like to get rid of. Think guilt, remorse, self-
recrimination. Fortunately, | have an easy and enticing way to
do so. OK. This isn’t a perfect analogy, because | know that
going to Confession can be hard. It can be hard being honest
enough with ourselves to drag up shortcomings we’d just as
soon leave buried. It can be harder still to admit these short-
comings to a priest. But if we remember that the priest is
acting in persona Christi, and if we remember that Jesus him-
self wants to free us from that which keeps us bound [just as
he does for Lazarus in today’s Gospel (“Untie him and let him
go”)], then we know that all we really have to do is point at
our trash while professing to do better, and it’s gone. Like it
was never even there in the first place! And as for getting
something that’s been lost, back, have you listened to those
words of absolution lately? To me, they are as peaceful, as
loving, and as powerful of words we’ll ever hear. And all we
have to do is point. Sort of. Hey. Work with me here.
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